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Hoare, Mayor. f 


N Eſpecial Court held in the veſtey Rü 
at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on 
Medneſday the 18th Day of December, 17 45> 
and in the Nineteenth Year of the Reign of Kin 
George the Second, of Great- Britain, &c. iy 
It is Qrdered, That the Thanks of this Court 
be given to the Rev. Mr. Zerrich, for his Sermon 
this Day preached in the ſaid Cathedral before the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen, and ſeveral of the 
Livery Companies of this City, being the Day ap- 
pointed by His Majeſty for a General Faſt. A 
that he be deſired to print the ſame. 4 


MAN. 


ee, 

The Right Honourable | 
Sir Richard Hoare, Knight. 
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a5 Lord, 


H E N I firſt 1ecei vd your Lordſhip's 
Commands to preach before you, 
The melancholy Circumſtances of 

this Kingdom ſoon determin'd me in the Choice 

of my Subject. I thought, That, when every 
thing dear to us as Men and as Proteſtants was 
threatened with immediate Danger, it was the 

particular Duty cf thoſe, who are ſenſible of 
their Happineſs, to endeavour to warm the Hearts 
of others not only with a becoming Gratitude 

for the Bleſſings they enjoy, but likewiſe with a 

proper Reſentment againſt the preſent daring At- 

tempts to deprive us of them. This I confider'd 
as the Preacher's Duty; I muſt depend upon 
| . your 


E "DICATION. 


your Wars Candbr ts exculb the ras 
manner in which I have diſcharg'd it; And 
whilſt I am conſcious, that I have ſpoke the Dic- 
tates of an Honeſt Heart, and have your Lord- 
ſhip's Approbation and Noble Example to encou- 
rage the ſame Principles of Loyalty and Affection 
to our preſent happy Conſtitution, I am little 
concern'd what Judgment may be paſs'd upon 
the Merits of my Performance. 
Give me leave only to take this publick Op- 
portunity of bearing my Teſtimony (however in- 
conſiderable) to your Lordſhip's diſtinguiſhd 
| Zeal upon this preſent Critical Conjuncture, and 
of expreſſing my particular Obligations to your 
Lordſhip for the favourable Regard and Friend- 
ſhip with which you have been pleas'd to honour, 


My Lov, 
Your Lordſhif's 
Moſt Obedient 
And bumble S ervant, 


Ric. Tassen. 


1 Sam. Xil. 3, 4. 


Bae here I am, witneſs againſi me before he 
| Lord, and before his anointed. Whoſe Ox have 
I talen? Or whoſe Aſs have I taken? Or whom 


Bae 1 defrauded ? Whom have 1 oppreſſed ? 
Or of whoſe Hand have I received any Bribe 
to blind mine Eyes therewith, and I will reflore 
it you + And they ſaid, Thou haſt not defraud- 
ed us, nor oppreſſed us, neither haſt thou taken 

ought of any Man's Hands. 


HE Words now read to you are the ſolemn 

1 j Appeal of the Prophet Samuel, tor the Integrity 
of his Conduct in the Diſcharge of his High 

Office, as the Ruler and Judge of Mael. That Nation, 
ſo long happy under the immediate Protection and Super- 
intendency of God, who brought them with Triumph out 
of Egypt, and fought their Battles againſt their Enemies, 
grew inſenſible of the Blefling, and from a reſtleſs Diſpo- 
ſition too much the common Temper of Mankind, became 
diſcontented and weary of their preſent Happineſs : It was 
not enough, that a wiſe and a good God led them, as it 
were, by the Hand, and gave them a Prophet deputed for 
that very Purpoſe, to execute the Commands of his divine 
Adminiſtration ; It was not enough, that they had for ma- 
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vent them from defiring a Change in their Government. 
The Prophet, therefore, at the Command of God, having re- 
preſented to them the evil and dangerous Conſequences of 
their Requeſt, and how fatal the Change would be from the 


Juft and mild Adminiftration of God; to'that of a new cre- 


ated Monarch, who, as he deſcribes him, 1 Sam. c. viii. 
v. 11. Cc. would take their Sons and appoint them for him- 
elf, to be his Horſemen, and to run before his Chariots, 
who would take the Tenth of their Seed and their Vineyards, 
and make them all bis Servants, at laſt, in juſtice to his 
own Conduct and Behaviour, and to remove any Ob- 
jections they might have againſt him, whom God had 
employed to execute his Purpoſes, appeals to them in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner, which could not fail of engaging 


their Attention, and of calling them home to a ſerious Re- 


flection: Behold, ſays he, here 1 am; witneſs againſt me before 
ay Lerd: If you have any Crime or Miſconduct to charge 

<« upon me, as your Reaſon for deſiring a Change in your 
« Government, I am ready to vindicate myſelf; bring forth 
<«« your ſtrong Reaſons, and T will anfwer them : I can even 
< make my Appeal to you, and I do it this Day in your 
« Prefence, and before that God whoſe Miniſter I am: 
« Whoſe Ox have Ttaken, or whoſe Aſs have I taken, or whom 
« have I defrauded, whom have I opprefſed? Can you ſhew 
« me any one Inſtance, wherein 1 have done an Injury 
to any of you? Have I invaded any Man's Property? 


Have I grinded the Face of the Poor, or by Fraud and 


Extortion made a Gain of you? Has not my whole Con- 
duct with regard to you been juſt and upright, becom- 

ing the high Office W a Prophet of 
00 God, 
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God, and the Judge of his choſen People % The * 


was founded in Truth, and came from a Heart conſcious 


of its own Integrity, and warm in the Defence of it; it 
therefore fell with all its Weight and Energy, and the People 
could not withſtand the Force of Conviction, but with a 
general Voice declared their Approbation of his Conduct; 


and they ſaid, Thou haſt not defrauded us, nor oppreſſed as 


neither baſt thou taken ought of any Man's Hand. 

Your Thoughts will naue point out to you the Ap- 
plication T intend to make of the Hiſtory now before us; 
and therefore I ſhall want no Apology, nor will it be 
thought unſuitable to this Day's Solemnity, if I take Occa- 


ſion from thence to difcourſe to you upon a Subject Which 


the Circumſtances of theſe Kingdoms make at preſent too 
neceflary, and endeavour to encourage and confirm you in 
thoſe Principles of active Loyalty and Duty, which have al- 


ready engaged you in a hearty and zealous Defence of that 
Government, under which you enjoy my ene nne 


of a free People. 


Give me Leave, therefore, to hope for your Attention; 


whilſt I repreſent to you in general, the Happineſs of a Na- 
tion, when the King can with Truth make the ſame Ap- 
peal to the People with Samuel in the Text, and how much 
that Happineſs is our own, compared with other Nations; 
a due Reflection upon which will be the beſt Means of ex- 
poſing the Folly and Ingratitude of thoſe who are endea- 
vouring to change this pleafing Proſpect, and give us a pro- 
per 'Occaſion to enforce it as the ſtrict Duty and Obligation 
of every Man, not only publickly to declare his grateful 
| Senſe of the Bleflings he enjoys, but to take all Methods of 
down the ſame - free and undiſturbed br 

of them to his lateſt Poſterity. 
That Government was originally tituted for the Securi- 


tyand Happineſs of the a” andas ſuch is in itſelf the moſt 
B 2 valua- 


— 
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the general Concurrence of Mankind to ſupport it. 
Every one, upon the leaſt Reflection, can form to him- 
ſelf the. Miſery and Wretchedneſs of a State, in which 
there is no Order or. Juſtice ; in which all Property is ex-, 
pos'd to the firſt Invader, and the Lives of Men are as pre- 

carious as their Poſſeſſions, in which every Man does that 
which is right in his-own Eyes, and there is nothing to re- 
ſtrain him from any Act of Violence or Cruelty. It was not 
long therefore, beſore the Senſe of theſe Miſeries taught. 
Men to form themſelves into regulated States and Societies, 
and to intruſt the Care and Protection of them to ſuch, as by 
their Abilities and Integrity were the beſt qualified, and the 
beſt diſpoſed to employ all their Cares in ſecuring the com- 
mon Intereſts and Proſperity of the Whole. Hence there 
aroſe a new Scene of Things; Men were no longer Brutes 
and Savages to each other, nor the Weak a Prey to the more 
cunning or ſtronger Invader. It is plainly therefore the End 


of Government to ſecure the general Welfare of the People, 


and we want not to taſte the Miſeries of Anarchy and Confu- 
ſion, to give us a due Reliſh of thoſe Bleſſings, which are the 
genuine Fruits of the more civilized and ſocial Life. 


It will not however be an unpleaſing Task to recall. 20 bs 


| your View. ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed of them, ſuch as 


point out to us the natural Excellency of a regular Govern- 
ment, guarded by juſt and equitable Laws, and carried on 


with a ſteady View to the Welfare and Happineſs of the 
Community. 


Let it therefore be 1 that i it is owing to this, that 
we can call any Thing our own, even Life itſelf; that the 
unruly Paſſions of Men are kept within proper Bounds, and 
not ſuffered with Inſolence to triumph over the common 
Rights and Privileges of others; that every Man can fit. ſafe 
| | under- 
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nh his on Vine, and his own Fig- tree, and enjoy che | 
Fruits of his Labour with Satisfaction and Security; that 


our Properties are guarded by the Laws, and are there- 


fore. no longer ſubject to the arbitrary Will and En- 


croachments of a lawleſs Power; that our Liberties are ſe- 


cure from the Voke of Civil Tyranny, and our Religion free 
and undiſturbed in its Principles, and in its Exerciſe: All 
theſe are the bleſſed Fruits of a legal Government, in which 
the Prince and the People are mutually concerned to promote 
each other's Welfare, and the Care and Protection of the 


one give a juſt Title to the Obedience and Duty of the 


other. I need not enlarge further upon the Happineſs of 
ſuch a State; it wants no Compariſon to ſet it off, nor any 
Argument to recommend it to our Eſteem and Admiration: 
Would to God, that the happy Experience which we have 
of it might endear it to us, and make us learn to ſet a due 
Value upon the beſt Conſtitution in the World, hitherto pre- 
ſerved to us by many wonderful Interpoſals of Providence, 
and which we truſt in the ſame God will ſtill continue to 
flouriſh. in all its Strength and Vigour, under the auſpicious 
Care of a Prince formed to make us happy, and who ſeems. 
to have made it the invariable. Maxim of his Government to 
be the Father and Guardian of his People. 


For, may He not this Day appeal. even to his Enemies, | 


(ſtrange, that there ſhould be ſuch under His mild. and legal 
Government) and challenge them to produce any one In- 
ſtance of Oppreſſion or Cruelty ſince He aſcended the Throne: 
of theſe Kingdoms? Whoſe Ox has He taken? Whoſe Aſs: 
Has He taken? Or whom has He oppreſſed ? Full of the ſame: 
Zeal and Affection for the Happineſs of His People, which 
endeared His Royal Father to us, He begun His Reign by giv- 
ing us His early Aſſurances of His Care and Protection; He 
told us, that our Religion, our Laws, and Liberties, were 
moſt: 


& 


G A Vat s, Io Aron. 
dl; M * thoald be His frſt and e 
Care, to preſerve our Conſtitution as he found it, happily e e 
tabliſhed, inviolable in all its Parts. And wherein has He 
been falſe ts his Royal Word, or given any Man Reaſon to 
cothplain that He has not fulfilled thoſe olemm Engage- 
ments? Mark the Period in the Annals of this Nation, if 
you can, when the People enjoyed the fair Fruits of Liberty 
with a fuller Security to their Lives and Properties: Where 
are the Effects of Violence to be ſeen amongſt us? Or in what 
Irtſtances has the Prerogative been ſtretched to burthen and 
oppreſs the People ? ? Where are the Cries of the Orphan, 
made wretched by the oppreſſive Hand of Power ? Or where 
are the Tears of the diftres'd Widow, lamenting the fatal 
Executions of a cruel and tevengeful Tyrant? Theſe are the 
miſerable Scenes of Tyranny and arbitrary Power : Thanks 
be to God, it is our more favourable Lot to live under a 
milder Sway, and we may be happy, if we will not abuſe 
the Bleſſings we enjoy, and not make the Lenity of that Go- 
vernment, which is the brighteſt Jewel i in the Royal Crown, 
and which reflects the trueſt Hippineſs upon a People, the 
fatal Occaſion of our own Deſtruction. 

Again, may not the Appeal be carried ſtill farther, an 
may it not with equal Truth be ask'd, Has not Juſtice, and 
a Regard to the Laws, been the ſtrict Rule and Meaſure of 
His Will? Has He claim'd to Himſelf a Power of diſpenſing 
with them, and made them in any Inſtance ſpeak a Lan- 
guage fatal to the Properties and Rights of the Subject? Has 
it not been the Royal Care to have the Courts of Juſtice free 

and open to all? And, to ſhew that He has no Deſign to tor- 

ture the Laws, and bend them to any Views inconſiſtent with 

the Liberties of His People, has He not appointed thoſe to be 

the Interpreters of His Laws, whoſe Skill, Integrity, and 
Love of their Country, mark'dthem out for that high Office, 
and 
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5 1 their Live, the — and : 
their Liberties. 
Once more let it beet another peculiar e 
of our Happineſs, that we have lived in the full Enjoytnent 
of our religious Rights, in the free Exerciſe of the beſt Reli- 
gion in the World. For, may it not be fairly ask d, When 
was there a time when the Proteſtant Cauſe was more firmly 
ſecur d by the Laws, or its religious Eſtabliſhment more 
faithfully protected? - Thoſe Principles. of Liberty, which 
have ever diſtinguiſh'd the reform'd Religion, have always 
recommended it to the Care and Protection of a Prince, bred. 
up under its happy Influence, a Stranger to the Slavery and 
Superſtition of the Church of Rome; but, at the fame time 
that it is His more peculiar Care to encourage that Religion, ; 
which is founded upon the beſt Model, it is the Glory of 
His Reign to compel no Man's Conſcience, but to leave every 
one at Liberty to ſerve God in that Way which bet approves. _ 
Itſelf to his own Reaſon and Judgment. Safely therefose 
may He appeal to his People, Wham have I oppreſs d for the: 
Sake of Religion? Which of you in the Courſe of my Go- 
verament has ſmarted under the Laſh of an unchriſtian perſe- 
cuting Spirit? Have any of you gone thro' the fiery Trial of 
an Inquiſition, or ſeen the Inſtruments of Terror prepared 
for your Conviction? Have you not all experienced my Care 
and my Protection, and ſhar d in every Indulgenee, which. 
was not immediately, or in its Conſequences, ee 
the Welfare of the State. 

It might be expected that the 1 
we have had of theſe Bleſſings, would ſo far endeas them to- 
us, as that we: need only conſider our own Happineſs, to be 
affected with a grateful Senſe of it: But ſuch is the Perverſe- 
| veil ot pag AGEs __ 
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Dee lee in — bing ne of ity * 
knows its real Value, but by its Loſs. To quicken then our 
Gratitude for that Share of Happineſs which we of this Na- 
tion really enjoy, let us carry our View to other Countries, 
and ſec᷑ if we can trace the Foot: ſteps of a happier Govern- 
ment, or obſerve a ſtricter Attention to the Liberties and 
Happineſs of a Nation. Wherever our View leads us, we 
ſee the miſerable Effects of arbitrary Power in the general 
Diſtreſſes and Poverty of the Subject, who ſeems to be born 
for no higher End but to be the wretched Slave of an abſolute 
> owt Tyrant, There we ſee none of the Fruits of Li- 
which in this its Native Soil ſecures to the loweſt of 
50 People the free Enjoyment of their own Poſſeſſions, and 
gives them the happy Privilege of eating the produce of 
their Labours with Chearfulneſs and Tranquility. There 
we ſee the hand of Violence hanging always over them, 
"ready to execute the Purpoſes of Oppreſſion and "Tyranny. 
They have no Laws to fly * to for Redreſs! to complain 
is only to provoke a ſpeedier Vengeance; and he only has any 
Chance to eſcape, who can feel his Miſeries and not com- 
plain; whilſt it is the peculiar Felicity of our Conſtitution, 
that the Laws are equally a Rule to the Prince and the Sub- 
2 jects; ; That the former has all the Power which i is neceſſary 
to make his People happy, but none to make them Slaves 
and miſerable ; and therefore the latter obey with a chearful 
Submiſſion; becauſe they obey the TRE, not the Tyrant 
-of his People. | 
If ſuch then is the Happineſs of living under a ; Govern 
ment in which there is no Oppreſſion, in which the Laws 
give Security to ourProperties, and a free Exerciſe to our Re- 
Aigion, and if this Happineſs is peculiarly our own, need I 
-uſe many Arguments to convince you of the baſe Ingratitude 
of thoſe who are grown weary of it, or of their Folly in de- 
firing 
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firing to change this Naaüng Proſpect, and to barter away 
the two greateſt Bleſſings they enjoy, their Liberty and their 
Religion for the galling Chains of Slavery and Superſtition ? 

your Hearts will join with me in proclaiming them not only 


Joſt to every good and virtuous Principle of Honour and 
Conſcience, but loſt to all Senſe of theit own Happineſs as 


Men and as Proteſtants. 

For is this a proper Return for that protedtion which they 
have enjoy'd with the reſt of their Fellow Subjects? Is this 
adueAcknowledgment for thoſe“Liberties which have been pre- 
| ſerved to them by the beſt Laws, and the moſt faithful Admi- 
niſtration of them? And may I not add, with regard to ſome 
of the Leaders and Fomenters of this Rebellion, is this the beſt 
Return they can make for that Mercy, which in a former 


Reign, in the like Circumſtances, was extended to them and 


their Families, who have now given us the fatal Experience 
that they ſo little deſerved it. Let it not however appear in our 
Engliſh Annals, to ſtain the Honour of this our Nation, that any 


can be ſo baſe as to forget the Debt of Gratitude they owe to 


the beſt of Kings, for the many Bleſſings they enjoy as a 
free and a happy People. 

It is not uſual for Men to hazard a Change in Govern: 
ment, without the Proſpect of ſome peculiar Advantages, 
which their preſent Situation would not admit of? And 


what are theſe Privileges which are expected to balance the 


Bleflings we are to part with? Are we to have better Laws; 
or a more upright Execution of them? We remember too 
well that fatal Æra in the Hiſtory of this Land, when the 
Laws were nothing more than the oppreſſive Will of a Ty- 
rant, and thoſe, who by their Duty and Station ought to have 
been the Guardians of them, flatter'd their deluded King 
with the fatal Cap of being above the Laws, and at 
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N Liberty to diſpenſe with the F orce and Obligation of them: | 


This we have read of, and our Fathers have told us, and we 
want not the Return of thoſe Days of Confuſion and Diſtreſs 


to convince us, that a Popiſh Tyrant will never he the 


Patron of thoſe Laws which are dictated with a piu of 


Liberty, and were calculated for a free People. 
Or are we to enjoy the Bleſſing of Freedom, that boaſted 


Privilege of Engliſbmen, in a fuller Manner than our Fathers 
have bequeath'd it to us, and we have ſo long happily expe- 
rienced? We cannot but reflect, that Freedom is not the 


genuine Growth of France or Spain, and we dare not truſt 
the kindly Nature of our Soil ſo far, as to hope, that Tyranny 
tranſplanted from thence will change its Nature witli its 


Climate, and in this Country alone produce the happy 
Fruits of Liberty: Much leſs can we ſuppoſe that the Church 
of Rome has been ſo very careleſs in the Nurture and Edu- 

cation of lier favourite Son, as to leave in him the” leaſt 
Tincture of any Principle ſo foreign to the Nature and Ge- 


nius of their Doctrines. 


Or are all theſe Pains taken to give us a better Religion 
and a purer Worſhip? We cannot poſſibly make them a 
Compliment of our Reaſon, and ſo far diveſt ourſelves of the 
plain Underſtanding which God hath given us, as to think 


_ ourſelves oblig'd to any one, who will give us, inſtead of a 


reaſonable manly Service, the Errors of Popery, and the 
Fopperies of idolatrous Superſtition: We, who have been 
taught to bend the Knee only to the Supreme God and Fa- 


ther of us all, can never conſider it as an Improvement of 


our Devotion to bow down to a Stack or a Stone, or in hum 
ble Proſtration to adore the Image of a favourite Saint: We, 
who know what it is to ſerve God with the Underſtanding, 
and feel ourſelves inflamed with the Devotions of a rational 


Worſhip, can never think it a deſirable Change to pray in an 
unknown. 


_ . 
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— Tongue, and toc offer up a Service in which the i, 


Heart and Affections can have no Share: We, who are truly 
ſenſible of our Happineſs in being the great Bulwark and 
Glory of the Reformation, deſire to be excus'd from giving 


ſuch a fatal Proof of our Folly and Weakneſs, as to think of 


returning again to that Darkneſs, from which our Fathers 


labour d to be free, and voluntarily to impoſe upon ourſelves 


that Yoke of Bondage, which they were not able to bear. 
We have been told, indeed, that the Affair of Religion 
is not at all concerned in the preſent Attempt to ſet a Popiſh 
Prince upon the Throne; that when he is placed there, he 
will continue to us the free Enjoyment of our Religion, and 
will content himſelf with the private Exerciſe of his own 
But ſure we want no new Experience to convince us, that 
the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances, in favour of a Proteſtant Church, 


are little to be depended on, when, as is very well obſerv- 


ed, the Perſon who gives them is by his Religion allowed 
to make them, and at the ſame Time obliged, upon Pain 
of Damnation, to break them. Conſider only what has 
been the Caſe in former Inſtances, and then judge what 
you are to expect from the ſame Spirit of Popery in this. 


One would have thought, that if that Religion had been 


capable of relenting, and of checking the fiery Emotions of 
its perſecuting Zeal, it might have done it in the Reign of 


one, by the Tenderneſs of her Sex rather formed for Pity 


and Compaſſion, and, as Hiſtory informs us, by her natu- 
ral Temper not in the leaſt inclined to Cruelty: And yet 
how did her Religion get the better of all Reſtraints, change 


her Nature, and force her to break through all the Ties and 


Obligations of Humanity and Gratitude; for even ſome of 
thoſe, who were the moſt ſerviceable in advancing her to 
the Throne, were made to fecl the firſt Effects of her cruel 
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"One. ab have. thought, that if the moſt ſolemn Decla - 


_ rations could be any Security to a People for the free Exer= . 
ciſe of their Religion, this Nation might have had ſome 


Dependance upon a Prince, who had many particular Obli- 


F gations to the Proteftant Clergy for their Zeal and Unani- 


mity in oppoſing a Bill of Excluſion ; but, no ſooner was He 
fixed in His Throne, than He gave the moſt fatal Proofs, that 
His Religion was too ſtrong both for Law and for Conſci- 
ence; He broke thro' all the Fences which had been raiſed 
for the Security of the Proteſtant Church, and introduced 
all the Miſeries and Cruelties of a Popiſh Inquiſition, to de- 
troy that Religion, which He had, in a ſolemn Manner, 


in his firſt Speech to his Privy-Council, and afterwards to 
- his Parliament, promiſed to ſupport and defend. F 


And” what Reaſon have we to imagine, that Popery is not 
fill the ſame, ſtill ' practis'd in the Arts of Treachery, till 
it gains its Point, till determined to ſhew the fame vindic- 
tive Spirit, when it can ſafely throw off the Mask, and a- 
vow its genuine Principles. It would therefore be dange- 
rous to try any new Experiment, when in every Inſtance our 
Confidence in popith Faith has been fatal, and attended with 
the worſt of Conſequences ; and we muſt ſure be loſt, not 
only to every Sentiment of true Religion, to every tender 
Regard for the Happineſs of our Country, to all Love and 
Affection for ourſelves, but loft even to common Senſe and 
Reaſon, if the Experience of former Ages has not taught 
us the Wiſdom of this fundamental Maxim, that it is incon- 
fiſtent with the Eng/iſþ Conſtitution, and with the Safety 
and Welfare of this Proteſtant Kingdom, to place the Sword 
of Government in his Hands, who is bound in Conſcience 
to make uſe of it in favour of a Religion deſtructive of our 
Laws and Liberties. 


Afte . 
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| Aer what has been ſaid, there ſeems no Occaſion | 
to dwell any longer upon the Folly and Baſeneſs of the pre- 
ſent Attempt, to deprive us of the Bleſſings of a' free and 
Proteſtant Government: The People with one Voice have 
declared their Senſe of it, and forgetting all their Diſtincti- 
ons have with a remarkable Zeal united in the Cauſe of 
Liberty, and given their ſolemn Affurances of Loyalty and 
Fidelity to his Majeſty : They have expreſſed their Senſe of 
the Happineſs they enjoy, in gratefal Acknowledgments 
of the Juſtice and Lenity of his Government, and in the 
ſtrongeſt Declarations of their readineſs and Reſolution to 

ſupport it. May it prove a happy Omen of Succeſs in ſo 

good a Cauſe; a Cauſe which is worth fighting for, and in. 
which there can be no other Choice to a true ie Ex oy Spirit, 
but to conquer or die. 

The People of England cannot- ſure want any bager 
Moti ves to rouze that Courage and Bravery, which are na- 
tural to them, than what ariſe from the preſent Circumſtan- 
ces of this Nation. The Storm which now threatens us, if 
the Providence of God ſuffers it to break upon us, muſt be 
fatal to every Thing dear and valuable to us. It is not now 
a Struggle for extent of Dominion, for a flouriſhing Trade, 
or for the Liberties of any diſtant Country, which in its 
remoter Conſequences might affect our own: We are come 
to a more-important Criſis ; 'The Queſtion now before us is: 
this, (and may every Man that hears me conſider it with 
Seriouſneſs and Attention) Whether we ſball be a free Peo- 
ple or Slaves? Whether we ſhall be any longer that happy 
Nation govern'd by the beſt Laws, the beſt calculated for 
the common Welfare of Prince and People, and executed: 
with the wiſeſt, moſt-impartial Adminiſtration; or we ſhall be- 

made to groan under the Chains of lawleſs Power, to feel the 


9 and Miſeries of a Deſpotick Tyrant? Laftly,. 
Whether. | 
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- " Whether we ſhall be Members of the beſt conftituted Church 


in the World, and have ' theſe frequent Opportunities, of 


i — together for the Diſcharge of a pure and holy Wor- 


ſhip; or ſhall fall a Sacrifice to that cruel perſecuting Zeal, 
which, under a Pretence of Religion would load us with Fet- 


ters the moſt galling to human Nature, and by all the dread- 
ul Inftruments of Popiſh Cruelty, terture us. into a Belief 
againſt Reaſon, into Practices againſt common Senſe and 


Underſtanding ? What can I ſay more to encourage the na- 
tural Genius of my Country, and to affect the Hearts of 


Men, Engliſhmen and Proteſtants: If I have ſaid more than 
was neceſſary, conſidering that active Spirit of Loyalty 


which has appear'd among all Ranks and Degrees of Men, 
impute it to an honeft Zeal for the Welfare of my Country, 


to a grateful Senſe of the Happineſs I enjoy under the 


mildeſt Government, and to a ſincere Love of the beſt Re- 
ligion in the World. 


Give me leave however to point out to you ſome Duties 
which the Solemnity of this Day, and the preſent Circum- 
ſtances of this Nation, ſeem more immediately to require 
from us, as the ſtrongeſt Guard againſt the Dangers which 
threaten us, and the beſt Security of the many valuable 
Bleſſings we enjoy. 

Let us therefore, in the firſt Place conſider what is the 
particular Buſineſs of our aſſembling here this Day, and let 
us reſolve to obſerve it with Seriouſneſs and Devotion: 
We are expreſly call'd upon by the Royal Authority, to 


humble ourſelves before Almighty God by Faſting and 


Prayer, that we may obtæta- Pardon of our Sins, and implore 


his Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance. The Prayers, which have been 
offered up to this Purpoſe, have, I hope, been the ſerious 


Addreſſes of a ſincere Devotion, and the outward Expreſſi- 


ons of our Humiliation have proceeded from a Heart truly 


ſenſible 
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ſenſible of our own: Danger, and at the ſame Time of our 1 
Unworthineſs to receive the Divine Favour: But we muſt 5 
not let the Buſineſs of the Day end here; We muſt reſolve! _ 
to make a Sacrifice of every Luft or Paſſion, however dear to 
us, which may offend God or in any Degree obſtru@ithe/pub- 
lick Happineſs : For to what Purpoſe is it that We put on 
the ſolemn Appearances of Devotion, that we bow doun 
our Heads like a Bull-Ruſh, and ſpread Sackcloth' and 
Aſhes under us, if theſe our external Marks of Sorrow do 
not ſink. deep into the Heart, and produce in us a real Con- 
cern for our Sins, and a hearty Repentance ſor them. It 
was the particular Command of God himſelf to the Fews, 
When the Hoſt goeth forth againſt thy Enemy, then keep 
thyſelf from every wicked Thing: Let us this Day apply 
the Command to ourſelves, and reſol ve that our Sins and 
- Iniquities, our greateſt and moſt dangerous Enemies; may not 
ſeparate between God and us, and deprive us of the Bleſſings 
of his Goodneſs in this our Day of Danger and Diftreſs. It is 
far from being a pleaſing Employment to enter upon the 
melancholy Subject, to recount the Sins and Vices of the 
Nation, and from-thence to alarm us with the terrible Proſ- 
pea of the Vengeance of God upon a ſinſul and wicked 
Land; and glad ſhould we be, if we could draw a Veil over 
thoſe Scenes of Wickedneſs which we muſt own, and lament; 
are ripe for the ſevereſt of God's Judgments. But the Place 
wherein we ſtand, and the ſolemn Occaſion, which brings us 
here this Day, forbid us to be ſilent. Here therefore let us 
with Shame and Confuſion acknowledge, that great and ma- 
niſold are our Sins; O Lord, enter not therefore into Judg- - 
ment with us, for in thy Sight we cannot be juſtified. 
Shouldſt thou be extream to mark our Contempt of thee and 
thy Religion; our Licentiouſneſs and Immorality, our Pride 
and. Vanity, our Diſcontent and Ingratitude for thy TG | 
and 
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the ſevereſt of thy Diſpenſations, that thou ſhouldft refuſe 


to hear our Prayers this Day, and give us over a Prey to our 
Enemies: But there is Mercy with thee, therefore are we 


not conſumed ; let this thy Mercy teach us no longer to pro- 


voke thy Jaſtice, let us from hence forward reſolve to walk 


by wiſer Rules ; let us now make a ſolemn Vow to the 
Lord, that we wil every Man heal the Plague of his own 


| Heart, and begin the great Work of Reformation at Home: 


We will this Day enter into the ſecret Receſſes of our Souls, 
and cleanſe them from every Stain and Pollution; we will 
be fober and ſerious; we will do our Duty to God and Man, 
and try every Method of reconciling ourſelves to Heaven, 
and making ourſelves _ of the — we pray 
ford 1 

To this Purpoſe let us, in the = Place, go on to 480 
the Reformation as univerſal as we can: To begin with our- 
ſelyes is the firſt Step to a general Amendment, and, if we 
are careful to ſet a good Example, and to make a right Uſe 
of the Influence, which our ſeveral Stations give us over 


the lower Claſs of the People, it is a great deal we ſhall be 


able to.do to the Reformation and Happineſs of the World: 
There is a Charm in a good Example, which by a ſecret, 
though powerful Influence, draws many after it; in Perſons eſ- 
pecially entruſted with Power and Authority, it is, as it were, 


a living Law to the People, moulds and faſhions them to Vir- 


tue and Religion, revives the true Support of a Nation's Great- 
neſs, and procures to it the Favour of the divine Providence. 


It is therefore more particularly their Duty to ſet about the 
glorious Work of reforming Mankind. It is in their Power 
(would to God it may be in their Hearts) to reſtore Piety 
and Virtue. to a degenerate Age, to frown Vice into Diſ- 


Srace, and give us ſome Hopes of a better World: Let them 


reſolved 
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N to be Religious, and they will draw Multitudes af 
ter them; Let them ſhine forth in Acts of Virtue and Good- 
neſs, T houſands will take the Faſhion from them ; Let them 
make a Sacrifice of their Vices, diſcourage Profaneneſs” and 
| Immorality, by their own Examples preach Righteouſneſs, 
Temperance, and: Sobriety to the People, and fend back 
their Luxury and Extravagance, their Vanity and Licenti- 
ouſneſs, to their Native Land, from whence in an evil 
Day we brought them; and then may we expect to ſee Re- 
ligion thrive amongſt all Ranks and Degrees of Men, and 
may take Comfort to ourſelyes from the Declaration of God 
to his People Iſrael, F my People, which" is called by my 
Name, ſhall humble themſelves, and pray, and ſeek my Face, 
and turn from their evil Ways, Then will I hear in Hea- 
ven, and forgive their Sin, and heal their Land. This 
is the way to be truly ſerviceable to their Country ; This is 
the beſt Proof, the nobleſt Exerciſe of that Zeal which we 


are all ſo warm in expreſſing for our common Happineſs; 


nay, we may be affur'd, that whatever other Pretences we 
may make to the diſtinguiſhing CharaQer, he only is the 
true Patriot, who ſets himſelf as a Bulwark againſt Vice, 
and makes this the governing Principle of his political 

Conduct, to promote Virtue and Religion, as the only cer- 
tain Means of ment. the Honour and Happineſs of a Na- 
tion. 

Thus qualified for the Favour and Protection of 1 
let us in the zd and laſt Place, go on with Chearfulneſs and 
Unanimity, to ſtrengthen the Hands of that Government, 
under which alone we can be a happy and a free People: A 

ready Support of thoſe Meaſures, which are neceſſary to ſe- 
cure to us the Bleſſings we enjoy, is the beſt Proof we can 


give, that we feel our Happineſs and are truly thankful ſor 


it: And it is a Pleaſure, upon this Occaſion, to obſerve, 
2 that 


Y A a n — 2 


5 1 . Pal Sermon, Prodched Rte 


that _ are wiſe enough not to divide about the Means of 
our Safety, or the Perſons who ſhall ſæve us, When the great 
Queſtion remains to be determined, whether we ſhall be faſe 
or no. To the Honour of this great City let it ever be re- 
membered, that in this Time of publick Danger, every Me- 
thod has been taken which might give Strength and Security 
to the Government, and demonſtrate a becoming Zeal and 
Firmneſs in its Support. Por what indeed could more ef- 
fectually, declare a generous Regard to the true Intereſts of 
their Country, than tliat remarkable nion of Men, the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed for their Properties, who gave very early 
Aſſurances to the Throne, of their determined Reſolution 
to ſupport the publick Credit of this Kingdom, at a Time, 
when our Enemies waited with Impatience to make their 
Advantage of our Diſtreſs, and were forming all their Schemes 
to ſtrike a Blow, big with Ruin and Mifery, to this Nation. 
This well-timed Zeal and Unanimity, calmed the Fears and 
Apprehenſions of thoſe who wiſhed well to their Country, 
and were affected with its immediate Danger, and muſt at 
laſt convince the Enemies of our Happineſs, that in vain are 
all their Attempts to deprive us of the Bleſſings of a Pro- 
teſtant Government, whilft they only ſerve to unite us more 
ſtrongly in its Defence, and call rs the Honeſt Loyal 
Spirit of a free People. 
Nor let it be paſſed over without the Honour which 
juſtly belongs to it, that a laudable Compaſſion for the 
| Hardſhips of thoſe, who are hazarding their Lives, and 
. bearing all the Fatigues and Diſtreſſes of War in the Defence 
1 of their Country, has engaged you generouſly to provide ſor 
f | their Comiort and. Support, and therehy enabled them to 
| exert that native Courage and Vigour, which will carry them 
chearſully through every Danger: In this you have ſhewn a 
- Zeal and Affection of the nobleſt kind, founded in the beſt 
of 
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. of Feten a generous nnn of the Diets of 1 
| | thoſe, to whom you muſt be indebted for your private Wel- 
fare and Safety; and at the ſame Time, the beſſ calculated ;- 8 
| for the true Intereſts, and Security of your County: And NERD 
what indeed may we not expect from the Bravery of an „ 
Army, ſenſible of your Care and Tenderneſs, and therefore 
obliged in Gratitude to behave valiantly, to play the Men 
in your Defence, cſpecially when led on by a Royal Com- 
mander whom they love to follow, to ſhare in all his Dan= 
gers, whoſe inborn Courage they have experienced in the 
Field of Battle, and whoſe, Humanity has made them forget 
| the various Hardſhips and Diſtreſſes of War. 
Dor has your Concern for the Publick Welfare ended 
a bes: It has been the ſeaſonable Care of you, the venerable 
Guardians and Magiſtrates of this Metropolis, in your, ſeve- 
ral Stations, to exert the Authority entruſted with you for 
the Maintenance of that Peace and Order, which at this cri- 
tical Juncture are ſo neceflary for the Preſervation of the 
Whole: And may it always be mention'd to the particular 
| Honour of the worthy Perſon, who preſides over this great 
City with a Virtue and Dignity becoming that High Sta- 
tion, that the Zeal and Loyalty, which has diftingniſh'd his 
Conduct in this time of common Danger, has not more de- 
ſervedly recommended Him to the Royal Favour, than en- 
| dear d Him to every true Friend and Lover of his Country. 
And we doubt not, but that the Spirit and Vigilance 
which you have ſhewn upon this Occaſion, will have a 
happy Influence, in giving real Strength to his Majeſty 
and his Royal Houſe, and effectually diſappoint the Attempts 
of thoſe Enemies, who are labouring to deſtroy that Confti- 
tution, which we have found by Experience to be the hap- 
pieſt in the World, and who would be glad to fix thoſe 
Chains upon us which they have been "Ds preparing, and 
Which, 
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which, bleſſed 1 be God, ES Teal an a of «Prot 2 
ſtant People has ever yet diſdain d to ſubmit to. 
With theſe Preparations may we go forth with OR 
and Reſolution to meet our Enemy, in a humble Depen- 2 
dance, that the ſame God, whoſe Goodneſs we have ſo:oftetw®- 1M 
experienc d in the Defence of our Liberties and our Reli- Y 
gion, will ſtand by to fave and to help us, and again re- 2 
ſtore to us the Bleſſifigs of Peace and Tranquillity : But ii 
it is the facred Purpoſe of Heaven, that we for our Sins 
ſhould be depriv'd of any part of that Happineſs, which has 
[ made us the Envy of our Enemies; if that fatal Period is <8 
1 determin'd, when this Country, adorn'd and cultivated as tlie 
. Garden of Eden, ſhall become a deſolate Wilderneſs, the 
Seat df Diſtreſs and Miſery, let it never be our Reproach, 
that We fell ingloriouſly, That we tamely gave up our 
Necks to a Foreign Yoke, or by Treachery or Cowardice 
were the | wretched Inflruments of our own Deſtruction: L 
But having bravely fought in the Defence of every bed Wo "i 
dear and valuable to us, and hazarded our Fortunes and 1 
| Lires in ſo good a Cauſe, let us tranſmit our Names down MY 
| with Honour to Poſterity, and increaſe the Number of thoſe 
heroick and happy Souls, who choſe rather to die with 
- © Glory, than ſuryive one Day the Libertics of their Country. 
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